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“Corruption and the Rule of Law”

Corruption poses a signi�cant threat to the rule of law, undermining the principles of democracy,
justice, or accountability. As societies strive for transparency and fairness, addressing corruption
becomes paramount in upholding the rule of law and fostering trust in governance systems. This
essay competition invites participants to explore the intricate relationship between corruption and
the rule of law, delving into various aspects of this multifaceted issue.

Background: Corruption encompasses a range of illicit activities, including bribery,
embezzlement, nepotism, and abuse of power. Such distort legal processes, weaken institutions,
and erode public trust. The rule of law, on the other hand, entails adherence to legal principles,
accountability of institutions, and equal treatment under the law. Examining how corruption
undermines the rule of law and exploring strategies to combat corruption within legal frameworks
are crucial steps toward strengthening democratic governance and promoting justice for all.

You can consider the following topics:

1. The Impact of Corruption on Access to Justice and Remedies
2. Corruption and Human Rights Violations
3. Judicial Independence and Anti-CorruptionMeasures
4. Corporate Governance and Transparency
5. International Legal Frameworks for Combating Corruption
6. Civil Society Engagement and Anti-Corruption Advocacy

Expectations for Content: Participants are encouraged to critically analyse the complexities of
corruption and its implications for the rule of law within their chosen topic area. Submissions
should demonstrate originality, depth of research, clarity of argumentation, and practical relevance.
Moreover, essays should o�er innovative insights, propose feasible solutions, and contribute to
advancing discourse on combating corruption and strengthening the rule of law. We highly
encourage conducting case studies and pointing out their signi�cance. In line with ELSA’s mission,
however, the submissions must be apolitical and non-discriminatory.


