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GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPANTS 

I. PREPARING FOR THE MOOT

A. Get familiar with the rules of the competition 
· Website of the competition 
· Organizers of the competition
· Ask former participants of the Moot Court Competition 
B. Read the case and ascent the useful facts
C. Define the main issues  
D. Formulate the arguments 
1)	Arguments based on common-sense notions of justice and equity;  
2)	Arguments based on statutes and jurisprudence 
		- arguments by analogy or comparison to other familiar cases/ situations
- arguments typically associated with the subject matter of the case
- Arguments based on the potential consequences of the court’s finding or not finding your way (for example arguments affecting public policy)
E. Connect the facts to the legal issues developing a core theory
F. Consider opposing arguments and core theories

II. RESEARCHING

1. Use different sources to prepare and source your arguments
2.  Local library
3. Different law websites 
4. Law magazines and newspaper for the latest outcome of the field of law
5. Ask your Professor/ teacher for help
6. And do the research together as a team

III.  WRITING THE MEMORIAL

QUALITIES OF A HELPFUL MEMORIAL
· Structure your memorial in a logically and organized way
· 


· Order your arguments in an for YOURSELF useful way and follow your strategy of argumentation 
· Try to write it as accurate and reader-friendly as possible and avoid mistakes and cancellations
· Choose authorities to which are well known and important 
· Don’t write long texts, just the main part of the argument
· Make it as brief as possible

IV. PREPARING FOR ORAL PLEADING

1. Give yourself an overview of all oral arguments
2. Assign the parts in your team (speaker, arguments, etc.)
3. Get well prepared for the Oral Pleading by organizing your presentation
4. Prepare for possible questions of the panel
5. Get familiar with the score sheets and know what the panel will look for 

V. ARGUMENTATION IN THE ORAL PLEADING

· check the dresscode and wear appropriate clothes (if there is no dresscode mentioned wear business clothes)
· inform yourselves about the demanded demeanor and attitude towards the court (if there is nothing mentioned adopt the behavior towards public courts)
· present your case and arguments as asked towards the court 
· don’t be afraid of questions and use it as a possibility to present your arguments and your knowledge
· conclude your arguments at the end 
· use the rebuttal and sur-rebuttel to respond to the arguments of your competitor 








VI. TEAM SUPPORTERS
To prepare yourself and your team in the best way for the competition it is very helpful to work together with a coach and a teacher. 
A coach can be a former participant of the moot court or a similar competition, another student or also a teacher or a professor. 
· The following example shows a possible line of action for the preparation with a teacher and a coach:


I. FIRST MEETING 

Teachers Duties
Before first meeting the teacher should ensure the students know: 
· Basic of the branch/area of law the case (topic) steams from 
· Roles and duties of various court/arbitral tribunal/ADR personnel
· Courtroom procedures (arbitral proceedings fixed for the particular moot court) and format of the moot court as such (rules) 
Previewed case material, available manuals,  
Coaches Duties
· Legal issues and elements that must be proved 
· Prepare to explain components of speech, structure of an argument 
· Prepare strategies on preparation for rebuttal  
· Prediction of the questioning by the bench 
· Prepare a memo on conduct in court room/during proceedings 
Students Duties
· Draft an opening speech/pleading or written submission (memorial) if          required by the rules of the MCC (list arguments, structure evidence and supporting points, then elaborate) for both parties to the conflict  
· Draft list of possible questions from the bench and your answers 
· Be ready to argue for both applicant (claimant) and defendant (respondent)





II. SECOND MEETING 

Teachers Duties

Before second meeting the teacher should ensure the students: 
- Have completed a draft opening speech/pleading and questions 
- Have memorized the facts presented in their statements 
- Team members familiar with courtroom/MCC procedure. 

Coaches Duties
· View students performing segments of moot court (e.g. opening statement, rebuttal, sur-rebuttle) 
· Offer constructive criticism (e.g. types of questions, unclear phrases)
· Challenge with questions 
· Strategies in handling possible questions, rebuttal points, familiarization of rules of evidence, burden of proof rules etc.
· Closing statements and incorporation of legal notes. 

Student Duties
- Fine tune of the pleadings 
- Draft closing statement 
- Fine tune moot court performance 


III. THIRD MEETING 

Teachers Duties

Before third meeting the teacher should ensure the students have: 
- Fine tuned the pleading and answering possible questions 
- Drafted a closing statement 
- Fine tuned moot court performance 




Coaches Duties
	- View students performing moot court 
	- Fine tune statements, question answering techniques, court conduct etc. through 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  constructive criticism 

Students Duties
	- Fine-tune all aspects of case as instructed by coach 
	- Practice rebuttal 
	- Practice answering questions 
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